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Like the proverbial moun- 
tain,. the Senate Intelligence 
Committee has labored 
mightily for three years and 
brought forth a mouse in 
the form of a bill to provide 
congressional oversight of 
- American intelligence agen- 
cies which the Senate passed 
this week. - - - -/ri **** 

—• Even as the Sena torsr were 
r* "voting. 39 to 1 to- improve se-' 
curity by' reducing from 
’eight to two the: number oi>- 
congressional* committees-:* 
^ that have to be informed by 
■Sthe president of: covert ac- 
;tk>n operations/ their fail-' 
Xura/to provide^-any real 
/protection for theCIAoffi- 
: cers ‘undercover /abroad 
r who have to carry out these 
■secret operations- was being - 
•/dramatically demonstrated. . 
;/>The June issue of the’ Cov- - 
Derr " Action Information - 
Bulletin hit the newsstands 
with its revelations-just as 
the senators wereexplain-' 
ing how theirproposed re-' 
•peal.' of the Hughes-Ryan 
amendment would'prevent 
-the. leaks that had seemed 
inevitable so long as eight 
committees had to be in- 
formed. This issue' of the • 
Bulletin boasts that.it has 
identified 40 U.S. officials in 
American embassies as CIA 
officers serving under diplo- 
matic cover, including 13 
chiefs of station and eight 
deputy chiefs. 

'?/The Bulleti£ 7 not 'on\y 
names these-Tvulnerable 
; individuals in\;30 foreign 
\ countries but goes into such 
l excruciating detail concern- 
f/ing their past careers as to 
'fiend a high degree of cred-Z 
fibiiity to the allegations: As 
^one. of the: editors of. the 
1 Bulletin, William Schaap, ex- 
.•plained to this reporter, the 
./magazine’s purpose is to de- _. 
j'stroy the effectiveness* of z 


the CIA abroad by exposing 
its agents who are claimed 
to be secretly interfering in 
the affairs of foreign coun- 
tries. -■ . -* 

Schaap admits that the 
RussiaaKGB may be., en- 
gaged. in-.- espionage - but 
claims that VAs Americans, 
we are. concerned with re- 
forming our own country. . 
That’s-why we- concentrate.; 
on Amencans/DS-r- 'Xz.-zS 
• On the Bulletin's board of* 
•advisers;^ the first name 
listed is* that of Philip Agee, 
the ex-CIA officer who^has 
made a career and-'a small 
fortune- out of the business/ 
of exposing former col- 
leagues id his books and 
articles: He was expelled 
from England for maintain-, 
ing ’’regular contacts harm- 
f u 1 ; to ,th e: s ecuri ty of the. 
United/Kingdom with for- 
eign intelligence officers/'- 
as the British government, 
charged:’/-////;; ■; 

Whether it is motivated 
by- an-appalling naivete on 
the part of the Bulletin’s edi- 
tors or is masterminded by 
the KGB through the use of. 
Agee, this ongoing exposure 
of CIA officials involves a 
massive hemorrhage that is 
far more damaging than the 
potential leakage of opera-' 
tional details from* an exces- 
sive number of congres- 
sionaPZ-committees. The 
; assassination of the CIA sta- 
tion //-chief a in - Greece, 
Richard /-Welch, - in >1975 
shows how tragic can be the 
consequences of the finger- 
ing of. CIA ^officials abroad * 
by Agee and h is f ri en ds^c^:/ 
X But even if more assassi; 
nations d6-not ; result from * 
'the continuing exposures 
that the-Bui/efin plans to 
make in/subsequent issues,/ 
the damage done to theca- • 
reers.-and/ usefulness of 


those identified is Irrepara- 
ble. 

For their own protection, 
they can no longer serve in 
many corners of the world 
where terrorists flourish, 
and many governments will 
no longer accept them as 
members of American diplo- 
matic missions once they 
have been so openly identi- 

/cThe’/real'- loser is the 

American-public whose se- 
curity will-- steadily be 
eroded by- the 'loss of so 
much carefully trained tal- 
ent from, the front lines of 
the long struggle with the 
KGB and its allies. 

/No other democratic 
country attempts to conduct 
intelligence abroad with so 
little protection for its ca- 
reer officers. Yet when Sen. 
John Chaffee, R-R.I., moved 
in the Senate Intelligence 
Committee to add an amend- 
ment to theoversight bill 
that would have made it a 
crime punishable by fine 
and imprisonment for 
present or former govern- 
ment officials to disclose 
identities: of intelligence 
. officers undercover, he was 
compelled to withdraw his 
proposal by a byzantine al- 
liance of opposing forces. 

Senator Chaffee was per- 
suaded by the Senate leader- 
ship that if he pressed his 
amendment both liberal and 
conservative factions would . 
move to add so many other 
amendments/that the- bill 
would have-no chance of 
r passageD : and::;the ; little 
progress/made /would be 
lost. He .'reluctantly with-, 
drew his proposal on condi- 
tion that .'the committee 
members . -• -would / ■- stand 
solidly against any other. 


changes, including Sen. ! 
Daniel ?. Moynihan’s 
proposal to bar any intelli- 
gence use of clerics, academ- 
ics or journalists. 

This senatorial horse- 
trading behind the scenes 
would be understandable ; 
except for the fact that as ] 
time passes the lives and c a- " 
reers of aa increasing num- 
ber of U.S. LnteUigence offi- 
cers. overseas/are being 
seriously endangered/ > . ; 

An attempt to . extend 
criminal penalties for unau- . 
thorized disclosures- beyond 
current and former govern- 
ment officials so that they 
apply to the press would stir 
up a hornet’s nest of First 
Amendment issues and is • 
probably not feasible. But at 
least potential future Agees 
would be effectively dis- 
couraged by clear penalties. 

Meanwhile,. Rep. Edward : 
Derwinski.R-IlL, is locked 
in a battle with the State De- . 
partment to strengthen the 
diplomatic cover otZCLA per- 
sonnel. As things now stand, 
the State Department re- 
fuses to allow intelligence 
officers to serve abroad as 
regular foreign service offi- 
cers with the result that 
they have to use other forms 
of specialized- diplomatic . 
cover that makes them 
easily identifiable for what 
they are. Reform on. this 
front is long overdue, and 
President Carter’s interven- 
tion on Derwinski's side, 
would be decisive.;;/; / / ; \\^j 

. Let us hope that we don’t vj 
have to wait for a replay of ' 
the Welch assassination to- 
.shock the Congress and the- 
administration' into making 
the legal and procedural re- 
forms that seem so obyi- . 
. ously necessary. /. 
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